The President
Karl-Heinz Lambertz was elected
as President of the European
Committee of the Regions (CoR) in
July 2017, after serving a two and a
half year term as First Vice-President.
He is also a member of the Belgian
Senate representing the
German-Speaking Community.
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Markku Markkula,
Chair of the Espoo City
Board since 1980, is the
First Vice-President of the
European Committee of the
Regions (CoR), having served
as President February 2015-July
2017.
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Members of the CoR meet in plenary
session in Brussels to discuss and
adopt opinions, reports and
resolutions. MEPs, European
commissioners, members of the
Council and representatives of members meet 5 to 6 times
the EU presidency are
invited to the plenary to
discuss issues of
particular
concern to
regions and
cities.
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The European Commission, the Council and European Parliament consult the
European Committee of the Regions when drawing up legislative texts (directives,
regulations, etc.) on areas affecting local and regional authorities; it may also issue
an opinion on its own initiative. After being adopted by the CoR commission, the
draft opinion is discussed at the plenary session. Once it has been adopted, the
opinion is sent to all the European institutions and published in the Official Journal
of the European Union.
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The work of the European Committee of the Regions

The Bureau is the CoR’s decision-making body
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The European
Committee of the Regions is
CIVEX
the EU’s assembly of regional and local
Citizenship, governance,
representatives.
institutional and external affairs
specialised
Since 1994 its mission has been to represent and promote
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Environment, climate
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European decision-making process.
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From its Brussels headquarters the European Committee of the
A seventh commission (CFAA) advises the Bureau
Regions has thus helped to ensure ever closer union of the
on administrative and financial
The
questions
European nations and territories with decisions being
Secretary-General
taken at the closest possible level to ordinary
Appointed for five years by the Bureau.
Europeans, in line with the subsidiarity
Directs the CoR administration and is responsible for implementing Bureau
principle.
decisions and the smooth running of the administration.
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Jiří Buriánek was formally appointed by the Committee’s Bureau and took
over the post on 1 September 2014.
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Resolutions enable the Committee to express its view on important and topical issues.
The Committee’s political groups can also submit resolutions.
The CoR’s work is not only to react to legislative proposals but also to provide input
based on members’ experience for future EU policy development. Outlook opinions
allow the CoR to participate in the development of policy at a very early stage,
thereby making a greater impact. Similarly, the European Commission may ask the
CoR to draw up an impact report. As the name suggests, these reports serve to
evaluate the impact of a policy at local or regional level.
The Lisbon Treaty confirms the CoR’s right to appeal to the Court of Justice of the
European Union to safeguard its prerogatives and the subsidiarity principle. This
new entitlement strengthens the CoR’s political role, by enabling it to act more
effectively on the EU stage for the benefit of regional and local authorities.
As a meeting place for regions and cities, the CoR organises conferences, seminars
and exhibitions in cooperation with local and regional partners and other EU
institutions. Once a year for the last ten years, during the European Week of
Regions and Cities (OPEN DAYS), the CoR has welcomed to its headquarters
thousands of participants who take part in lively discussions or seek partners to
collaborate on joint projects.
The CoR produces studies on various aspects of the local and regional dimension of
the EU (education, transport, social issues, enlargement, etc.). These documents are
drawn up with the help of outside experts. The CoR also produces publications for
both the general public and for regional and local players, aimed at explaining its
activities and outlining current EU political developments of relevance to local and
regional authorities.
As the decision-makers closest to the citizens, the members of the CoR have made
the commitment to open dialogues with the people of Europe by launching the
"Reflecting on Europe" initiative. This initiative has offered a space for citizens to
present their concerns, thoughts and ideas about the future of Europe and is an
attempt to rebuild trust between them and the European Union.
You can find further information here:

The CoR’s Areas of Responsibility
The CoR is entitled to express its views on all major issues of local and regional relevance,
which the European Parliament, the Council of the EU and the European Commission are
required to consult it. These various issues account for two thirds of the legislative output of
the European Union.
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Denmark

Sweden

Finland

16 federal states
Around 12 900
local authorities
(295 counties, cities, towns,
municipalities)

5 regions
2 special-status regions:
Faroe Islands and Greenland
98 municipalities

20 county councils (including 4
regions)
290 municipalities

18 regional councils
1 autonomous province (Åland
islands, with 16 municipalities)
336 municipalities
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12
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United Kingdom
4 nations (England, Wales, Scotland,
Northern Ireland)
England
9 regions (including Greater London)
27 counties
55 unitary authorities
270 district-level authorities (201
non-metropolitan district councils,
36 metropolitan boroughs, 32 London
boroughs and the City of London).
Northern Ireland – 26 councils
Scotland – 32 councils
Wales – 22 councils

15 provinces
226 municipalities (33 urban and
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14 regions
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8 self-governing regions
79 administrative districts
2 922 municipalities

19 counties
3 152 municipalities
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of county rank and the capital,
Budapest, with 23 districts)
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Spain
17 self-governing regions
2 autonomous cities (Ceuta and
Melilla)
50 provinces
8 116 municipalities
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24
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Portugal
2 autonomous regions (Azores and
Madeira)
18 districts
308 municipalities
4 261 parishes
2 metropolitan areas (Lisbon and
Oporto)

16 regions
379 districts
2 479 municipalities (urban
and rural municipalities)
65 municipalities with the special
status of districts
City of Warsaw with special status
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members

France
18 regions (13 metropolitan and 5
overseas regions)
101 departments
35 500 municipalities

Lithuania
60 municipalities

Poland

12

2 regional assemblies
8 regional authorities
29 counties
5 cities
80 municipalities

5 regions
9 cities
110 municipalities

8 development regions
42 departments, including the
capital Bucharest, 103 larger cities,
217 towns, 2 853 rural
municipalities
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20 regions (15 ordinary regions, 5
special-status regions)
2 self-governing provinces
(Bolzano/Bozen and Trento)
107 provinces
15 metropolitan areas
8 091 municipalities
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12
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Austria

Slovenia

Malta

Croatia

Greece

Bulgaria

9 federal states
95 districts (including
15 cities)
2 357 municipalities

12 regions
58 decentralised administrative
units
212 municipalities

5 administrative entities grouping
the local councils
16 administrative communities
68 local councils

21 regions (including the capital
Zagreb)
127 towns
429 rural municipalities

13 regions
7 decentralised administrations
325 municipalities

6 planning regions
28 counties
264 municipalities
3 850 villages and urban districts

